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20 years after fl eeing from civil war, a Lost Boy of Sudan returns, 
determined to help today’s orphans.
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African Soul, American Heart is a dream in the heart of Joseph 
Akol Makeer, one of nearly 4000 Lost Boys and Girls of Sudan 
resettled in America. Now a college graduate, author of the 
memoir From Africa to America: The Journey of a Lost Boy of Sudan, 
and father to three children born in the United States, Joseph is troubled by memories of 
the orphans he left behind. After years of war, returning refugees are fi nding their villages 
burned, the water contaminated, the cattle gone, and their way of life destroyed. 

African Soul, American Heart retraces the journey of the Lost Boys from Sudan to Ethiopia 
to Kenya and follows Joseph back to the Kenyan refugee camp and the Sudanese village 
where he was born. Focusing on the orphans, Joseph interviews offi  cials, clergy, and the 
children themselves, learning there are more than 2100 orphans in this village of 19,000. 
They need food, shelter, clothing, and medical care, and they dream of going to school. 

Back in America, he shares his plan to build a boarding facility to nurture these orphans 
and retain their ties to village life. Joseph knows in his soul that if these children are 
helped, “they will be good leaders in our nation and in our world.”

Proceeds from the purchase of this DVD go to the African Soul, American Heart 
Foundation, supporting initiatives to help orphans in Southern Sudan. 

2008 Color, Black & White Bonus Features: 

Slide Show, Extra Footage

Aspect Ratio

1.78 : 123 Minutes Digital Video
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Time and Date:
September 22, 2010 
7:00 pm

Location:
Alexandria Technical  
and Community College
Information & Technology Building
Auditorium 743

Contact Us:
1-888-234-1222  •  DiversityToday.org
701-478-7800  •  AfricanSoulAmericanHeart.org
info@AfricanSoulAmericanHeart.org

Deb Dawson, photographer; 
producer, writer, director of African 
Soul, American Heart. 

Images of Duk Payuel, a traveling 
exhibition of Deb’s photos from 
Sudan, has shown in several galleries 
in the region, including the Rourke 
Art Museum in Moorhead, MN and 
BAGA in Bismarck.

Deb’s photos from 
Sudan may be viewed at 
DebraDawson.com/image.php

free and open  
to the public

Featured speaker: 20 years after fleeing from civil 
war, a Lost Boy of Sudan returns, 
determined to help today’s orphans.
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